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What Does Personalized Learning Mean for Teachers?
In a personalized learning envi-
ronment, teachers are no longer 
the keepers of knowledge, bas-
ing instruction on standardized 
curriculum at one level. Instead, 
a teacher’s role is to manage 
the resources and supports that 
students need, when they need 
them, in order to reach mastery. 
In personalized learning class-
rooms, teachers adjust instruc-
tion daily—sometimes even more 
frequently—based on identified 
individual needs instead of cre-
ating highly structured lesson 
plans days in advance.

Good teachers have always at-
tempted to match their teach-
ing to the unique needs of each 
student—by offering options to 
dig deeper into an assignment for 

advanced learners or by offering 
additional support or a modified 
assignment to struggling learners. 
Yet, doing so for a full classroom 

of 20 to 30 students has been 
simply impossible for every stu-
dent in every lesson, every day. 
Until now. Thanks to new school 
designs, teachers can now provide 
every learner with powerful, per-
sonalized learning experiences. 

Teachers find this empowering 
and motivating. In personalized 
learning models, their profes-
sional expertise is valued and 
respected. In fact, many teachers 
explain that one of the biggest 
benefits of personalized learning 
is that they can “get back to the 
reason I became a teacher.” 

Teachers are excited about per-
sonalized learning for these 
reasons:

• Teachers form stronger rela-
tionships with students, because 
they get to spend more time 
getting to know them and their 
strengths, goals and interests.

• Teachers focus on research 
around how students learn best. 
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SMS Student Spotlight
Mariah Howard is a 7th grade student 
at SMS and a great leader. She is an 
outstanding student and is very pas-
sionate about helping animals. For 
her passion project this school year, 
Mariah has decided to complete hers 
on “Helping Increase Animal Adoption”. 
This idea sparked her interest, because 
her family adopted a sick dog; help-
ing to improve her health, give her a 
home and a loving family. Mariah has 
been to Brown County Animal Shel-
ter and plans to visit both Maysville 
and Rowan County Animal Shelters 
to observe, interview, and volunteer. 
She is also planning to do a pet drive 
throughout the community to donate 
to local animal shelters. She is without 
a doubt...#FCSBold

“The future belongs to those who be-
lieve in the beauty of their dreams.” 

-Eleanor Roosevelt

MONDAY

Break Day Schedule - Cougar 
Coach Sessions

SBDM Meeting @ 5:00

Boys B-Ball vs. Lewis Co.

The Silver Snakes Team are selling 
black and gold SMS Rise and Roar 
silicone wristbands for $2. These 
would make great stocking stuffers. 
See any teacher on the team if you 
are interested in purchasing one.

WEDNESDAY

No Faculty Meeting (Use 
this time for team meetings)

THURSDAY

PLC Day (8th Grade Data)

Boys Basketball vs. West 
Carter

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Last week in Pictures

TUESDAY

Ugly Sweater Day

1st Day of Fast Pass Writing

Innovation Team Meeting: 
3:30 - 5:00 

This week marks the start of the Boys Basketball sea-
son. We have two home games this week. Mr. Fritz has 
developed a schedule for workers that can be located 
in Canvas. Please check that list to see when you have 
been assigned. If you cannot work a game in which 
you have been assigned, please make arrangements to 
switch games with someone. Once you have made those 
arrangements, let Mr. Fritz know so that he can plan 
accordingly. Thank you for helping support our students 
and the athletics program. 

Our staff and family Christmas Party will be on Monday, 
December 18th at 6:00 PM at Double S Entertainment. I 
will place a sign-up sheet in the staff lounge this week. 
If you plan to attend, please sign up and indicate how 
many adults and how many kids will be with you. 

Every Tuesday from now until Christmas Break will be 
“Ugly Christmas Sweater Day.” This is sponsored by the 
School Culture and Resources Committee. We invite and 
urge all of you to participate in the fun. In doing so, you 

Staff Reminders
may wear jeans for $1. Those proceeds will go toward the committee 
and should be paid to Mrs. Wagner. 

Our December Staff Potluck will take place on Friday December 8th.  
There is a sign-up sheet in the staff lounge for you to indicate what dish 
or other item you plan to contribute. Our staff ornament exchange is 
December 13th after school. We invite and urge all of you to participate.

Fast Pass Writing will start this week. Beginning tomorrow we will per-
manently be on a “Break Day Schedule.” All of you should have received 
Canvas invites to your class. Tomorrow, I will begin assigning students to 
their sections. Please spend some time getting familiar with the content. 
Our ELA teachers have done a GREAT job getting this course together for 
us. However, it will only be as effective and productive as YOU make it. If 
you need help or assistance in delivery of this, please let me know and 
we will get you whatever support you need.

Please remember to update your grades in Infinite Campus. Grade checks 
take place every Monday morning and parents are keeping a close eye 
on student progress. Also, if you are contacted by parents, please make 
every effort to respond to them within 24 hours by either email or phone 
call.
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Mrs. Tracy Moran is our 7th and 8th Grade Practical Living and 
Agriculture Teacher. She resides in Ewing with her husband Tyler of 
4 years and their dog Pistol.  Mrs. Moran obtained her bachelors de-
gree from Morehead State and her masters degree from Ohio State.  
Mrs. Moran joined us at SMS in 2014. She previously taught high 

school agriculture at Montgomery 
County.  SMS now has an official 
middle school FFA chapter because 
of Tracy’s hard work and dedication.  
You can find Mrs. Moran helping 
students prepare for competitions, 
volunteering, fundraising, and even 
building classroom tables!  She 
goes above and beyond for the stu-
dents during and after school! This 
is why she is #FCSBold!!!
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SMS Staff Spotlight

Do you have an interesting story to tell that we can include in next week’s Cougar Connection?  
Email us at jesse.bacon@fleming.kyschools.us

• Teachers have more time 
each day where they can com-
municate and collaborate with 
one another, asking questions 
and figuring out what’s working 
and not working. 

• Teachers get to be more 
creative in how they design cur-
riculum and instruction. 

• Teachers get more time 
working individually and in 
small groups with students. 

• Teachers spend less time 
preparing students for high-
stakes tests and more time 
acting as guides and mentors to 
students as they are learning. 

• Teachers get to help students 
to better understand them-
selves and their goals for the 
future. 

• Teachers have more oppor-
tunities to develop their own 
skills as teachers and to work in 
collaboration with other teach-
ers. 
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